Coming in September from the LRRSA ...
Wooden Rails & Green Gold

A century of timber and transport along the Yarra Track
By Peter Evans — Published by the LRRSA
Hard cover, 288 pages on art paper, A4 size, 335 photographs, 54 maps and diagrams, glossary, bibliography, references, and
index.
The Yarra Track crossed the Great Dividing Range in Victoria, from Healesville to the gold mining
town of Woods Point. The first wheeled vehicle to reach Woods Point via the Track arrived on 1
November 1864.
The first chapters of Wooden Rails & Green Gold give a detailed history of all the small townships
which developed along the Track. There were many of these, including Fernshaw, Marysville, and
Matlock. Detailed maps and historic photographs help to bring these places to life.
Subsequent chapters describe the development of the timber industry in the area. A large number
of timber tramways were built to bring the timber from the forest to the Yarra Track.
The book includes many exquisite maps. One of these shows the alternative surveys for narrow and
broad-gauge extensions of the VR’s Healesville railway to Narbethong. No Narbethong railway was
built due to the desire to protect the water catchment. The book explores the conflict which existed
between the protectors of the water catchment and the timber and tourist industries.
The book is based on 35 years of patient trawling through archives and newspapers, supported by
interviews with many of the sawmill residents, and intensive field research at sawmills, mine and
tramway sites. It describes what went on in these forests and the difficulties faced by those who
lived and worked there.

Prepublication price until 31 August $61.60 ($46.20 for
LRRSA members).
From 1 September $77.00 ($57.75 for LRRSA members).
All prices plus postage ($16.90 within Australia).

Details and Online orders: https://shop.lrrsa.org.au/
Or by Mail: LRRSA Sales P.O. Box 21, Surrey Hills, Vic 3127.

