accommodation and other sepes in a remote

h )/' [] K é LIA A [] S X o location was well suited tits experience and skills.
Thursday 27 June 2019 Initially, small clubs of alpine enthusiasts built
Prior to the formation of the Alpine Resorts rudimentary ski huts for their members often with
Commis®n in 198>  + A O éndviNidlds Qére cramped and Spartan conditions Whereas,
managed by aonglomerateof competinggovernment commercial resortstyle accommodation flourished
agencies after the Warwith the expansion of the major resorts

at Mt Buller, Falls Creek and Mt Hotham, erectimin
high-capacity chaitifts, ski hire facilities, slope
grooming, ski patrolandnew day-visitor facilities.

Andin an era before catravel, the Victorian Railways
Departmentpioneeredthe packagingand saleof all-
inclusivesnowholidays

In another important development modern and
powerful snowploughs operated byhardy Country
Roads Board crewsvorkedto keepaccessoadsand
q_g:%r Rﬁ\ﬁrls_,_cleavr of snowevenin blizzard conditions

u

Mount Buffalowasproclaimeda National Park in 1898.
Its oncemagnificent chaletwhich was built in 1910y
the Public Works Departmentwas leased tothe

Railwaysgrom 1924to 1986and! dza (4 NI £ A I Q& ailiA U220

was later constructedby the Railwayson the Cresta TEf 2F xAO0G2NALFQa ayz2g7FA St
Runin August 1937There was also ice skating on Lake  exception ofDinner Plairwhichopened in 198@&sthe
Catanifor guestswhile the sumptuously appointed only freehold village above the snowline in Australia

chalet developed a reputation aé L)t NIi & OSyd g‘é](')ritn&’he 'o:[) gsm‘%\na r ofa snow resort was highl
a §f 62 danlih&ectglitterati. J & ghly

prized and two-year tours-of-duty were commonly
Alice Manfield commonly known as Guide Alice usedto share theplum placementsaround

delighted tourists at Mount Buffalo as a popular
mountain guide, amateur naturiakt, chalet owner,
photographerandearly feminist figure. Her pioneering
efforts from the 1890s to the 1930s led to her
becoming asoughtafter tourist identity in her own
right.

Summer fire crew®ften stayedwithin the Department
over winterto maintaincontinuity ofwork.

Growthof skiing in Victoria.

Mt Donna Buang the forgotten snow resort.

Later in 1933, the Railwaysextendedits reach and
acquiredthe Hotham Heights Chaldtiowever, & the Film of skiing in the 1920s and 30s
winter accommodation was destroyeih the 1939
bushfires but the Chalet was quickly rebuilthe main
drawbackfor Hothamwas that itremaineda long and
difficult journey to the remote mountaiduring winter
and n 1962the resort transferred to the Crowns Lands
Department.

Meanwhile,Falls Creelwas developedrom the 1940s
by State Electricity Commissiavorkerson the baclof
the Kiewa Hydrelectric Scheme.

Downhill skiing at Mt Buller, Mt Baw Baw and snow
play /cross countrgkiing atMt Donna BuangMt Erica,
Mt Stirling Mt Wills and Lake Mountain near
Marysville were all administeredirectlyby the Forests

Commission or through their Committees of
Management Theconstruction oMt Buffalo roadin 1908paved the way for the
expansion of snow tourisandbuilding a newuxuriouschaletin
1910.

The Commission first developed a substantial interest
in the development of Mt Buller as a major ski field
from the early 1940s. The challenge of establishing
roads, communications, water and sewerage,
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http://www.australianalpineclub.com/heritage/78-part-7-growth-of-skiing-in-victoria-late-30-s-to-mid-50-s.html
https://www.australianmountains.com/#/donnabuang/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalalpinemuseumaustralia/videos/10150769984840083/

Skiers rode on a sled drawn by a tractor out to the Cresta Run from
the Mt Buffalo Chalet.

The Victorian Railways pioneeredialtlusive holiday packages to
the Mt BuffaloChalet The bus ran from Porepunkah Station to the
summit.Circa 1930s. Source: NGV.

Alice ManfieldAKAGuide Alice was a populatentity at Mt
Buffalo.Sheevendesigned her own outdoor clothing.y’ R saidi Q &
that Aliceraised some eyebrows hertailored woollen
knickerbockershigh-necked buttoned jacket pulled in tightly
aroundherwaist, beanie, putteeandlongwalking pole Circa
1910.Source: State Library
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A 1930s art deco travel poster produced by the Victorian Railways
to promote Mt Buffalo as a glamorous and exciting snow holiday
destination. ArtistJames Northfield

T

The closestnd cheapessnow resort to Melbourne weast Mt
Donna Buangear Warbuton. SourceThe Argusiewspaper 20
June 1932.

Snow travelipthe Mt Donna Buang road was treacherous in the
1930s. Photo: University Ski Club.

AN
Therudimentaryhut at Mt Baw Bawwasbuilt by the Ski Club of

Victoria in 1945 buthe expansiorof theresorthad to waituntil a
road was built in 1962Thesnowfieldswere thenon Stateforest

Mushroom Rock#as an unusual ski hut 8t Erica.lt was
surprisinglyspacioushetweenthe boulders
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Ski patrols were initially operated by a roster of club members
(and theirkidg). Mt Baw Baw circa 1945.

Early travel to the Victorian Railways Chalet at Mt othwas
long and arduous.

Digging a car out of snow drgnowat Mt Buffalo with aCRB
grader in 1958. Source: Victorian Places.

VicRoads Centenary 1913-2013

Hardy Country Roads Board crews (how VicRoads) wereallit in
weatherkeeping the roads and car parks clear of snow. This
enabledthe resorts to flourish andhore day visitors taome to 1 dza NI £ Al Qa FANBG alA G266 61

the snow.1946- Mt Buffalo was built by the Victorian Railways in 1937.
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